
Today an estimated 2 million women in Africa

are suffering from obstetric fistula caused by

obstructed childbirth

The official launch of the Freedom
From Fistula Foundation US took
place in New York on the 26th
September.

More than 150 guests attended the
event, including the Presidents of
Malawi and Liberia, Christy
Turlington-Burns and former Irish
President Mary Robinson.

Her Excellency Joyce Banda,
President of Malawi, said, “Ann
Gloag and her team are
transforming the lives of
hundreds of women and girls
every day in Malawi, Sierra
Leone and Kenya and they
deserve enormous credit for the
work they do.”

Please watch the NY1 TV news
coverage about our launch at

OFFICIAL LAUNCH in the
United States
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The Aberdeen Women’s Centre
continues to be the gold standard of
maternity and fistula care in Sierra
Leone

In August, qualified nurse and midwife
Karen Garrott joined as our new
Country Director, following a
successful career working in
programme development and
management in the disability  field over
the last 20 years.

Speaking from Sierra Leone, Karen
said, “The Aberdeen Women’s
Centre has earned a wonderful
reputation to date as the centre of
excellence for the care of women in
Sierra Leone and I hope to continue
to develop and enhance this
reputation.

“Sierra Leone is a beautiful place
filled with beautiful people but it has
many cultural challenges including
the attitudes to the care of women
and children.  This is something we
want to help change.”

Each year, the Aberdeen Women’s
Centre holds 3-4 ‘camps’ where visiting
surgeons come to the centre to work
alongside our resident surgeon.
During these camps, we bring in the

world’s leading fistula surgeons to treat
the more complex cases of fistula but
they also provide valuable training to
our resident surgeons who develop
their skills as a result.

We have also recently agreed a
partnership with Masanga Hospital in a
rural district of Sierra Leone, which
enables referrals of patients and the
opportunity for our midwives to
progress in their career by being
stationed in a rural setting.

Spotlight on SIERRA LEONE

Malawi

The Fistula Care Centre in Lilongwe
continues to go from strength to
strength, with more than 100 patients
treated in the last six months.

Kenya

The clinic at Kenyatta National Hospital
in Nairobi continues to work very well
and we have increased the number of
patients being treated through ‘camps’.

Our Projects

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNPHp4t7U38

Please visit our website
 to view our new film
showcasing all three

of our projects

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNPHp4t7U38
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNPHp4t7U38


CASE STUDY
Isatu arrived at the Aberdeen Women’s Centre on New Years Eve 2011.  The
18 year old was severely malnourished, dehydrated and suffered from
infected wounds.  Isatu had a double fistula following a tortuous 5 day labour
and the death of her baby.  She was unable to walk because the nerves in her
legs were badly damaged.  Over the next 9 months, our staff helped build up
Isatu’s strength through a tailored feeding programme, physiotherapy and
expert wound care.  During this healing process Isatu enjoyed the daily arts
and crafts activities that are offered at the centre.  Her first surgery took place
in September when an expert surgeon was flown in to perform over 50
complicated surgeries.  Her second surgery took place in early November and
it was a huge success.  Isatu went home, dry and full of hope for the future
thanks to the dedication of the staff at the Aberdeen Women’s Centre.

Freedom From Fistula Foundation is
now on facebook and twitter so we
encourage all of our supporters to link
to our social media pages and
promote them to your friends and
contacts.

News and Events

Name: Isatu

To make a donation either send a cheque to our office,  set up a standing
order by telephoning our office or make a donation online
www.justgiving.com/freedomfromfistula

To fundraise for us view our A-Z of fundraising ideas and view/download our
helpful fundraising resources www.freedomfromfistula.org.uk/resources
Alternatively you can contact us to discuss your fundraising ideas on 01738
633264

Help raise our profile which is vital to raising funds. Are you part of an
organisation who would like to hear more?  To arrange a speaker contact us
on 01738 633264

Donate

Fundraise

Raise profile

Support us

100% of donations go directly to the projects as our administration costs are met by The Gloag Foundation

Fed up buying presents that no one actually needs or
wants?…now you can purchase a Christmas Gift for as
little as £15 that helps feed, repair or clothe a fistula patient.
Please check out our website and shop today

Gifts for Christmas

We have had a fantastic number of supporters fundraising for Freedom
From Fistula Foundation this year and a MASSIVE THANK YOU to all of them
on behalf of our patients.  Unfortunately we can’t name them all but here are
some special mentions:

● Newlyweds Zanna & Anthony Cardona donated £2600 in lieu of wedding
gifts

● ‘MADS’ four ‘50-something’ friends from US and Brazil climbed
Kilamanjaro and raised over $3500

● Rosalie M organised music event at a jazz bar and ran the Great Edinburgh
Run with friends and family raising £1200

● Tiffany B did the Zurich Ironman Competition and raised an amazing £3450

● Lindsay C raised £710 by running the Glasgow Women’s 10K

Fundraisers THANK YOU

Freedom From Fistula Foundation

@WeFixFistulas

http://www.freedomfromfistula.org.uk/donate/gifts_for_christmas

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Freedom-From-Fistula-Foundation/413738202035518
https://twitter.com/WeFixFistulas
http://www.justgiving.com/freedomfromfistula
http://www.freedomfromfistula.org.uk/resources
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Freedom-From-Fistula-Foundation/413738202035518
https://twitter.com/WeFixFistulas
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